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MISIC Fall General Meeting, Afternoon Breakout Session 
Explaining MAP to Parents: Gaining Their Trust and Support 

1. RIT Reference Charts- 11” by 17” 

charts that show the types of items that their 
child is ready to learn. Available for Reading, LA, 
Math and Science.  Call or email the MISIC 
office at (515) 827-9010 (between 8-4)  
To contact Sue: suebeers@netins.net   
To contact Jamie: jmorgan@globalccs.net 
To see NWEA’s Charts, click 
http://www.nwea.org/node/5109 
 Or, you can access generic RIT Charts from the 
NWEA website by going to NWEA.org, click on 
“Partner Support’ on the top navigation bar, scroll 
down and click on ‘Which product do you need help 
with’, click on ‘RIT Charts’  
 

2. Sample Parent Letters- There are 

sample parent letters for first testing session 
and ongoing testing seasons available on the 
NWEA web site.  You simply insert your own 
school’s name and any other unique 
information about how or why you are using 
the MAP test. Go to NWEA.org, on the 
navigation bar at the top of the page, click on 
‘Partner  Support’ , then on the left navigation 
bar,  click on ‘Access the Previous Support Site’ 
box, click on ‘Downloads’ tab at the top of the 
page, scroll down and click on  ‘Templates’, and 
scroll down and click on ‘Sample Parent Letter – 
First Season’.  
 

3. Student Progress Reports- 

These reports track all of the testing seasons in 
which an individual student has been involved.  
It is a great way to show parents their child’s 
growth over time and point out if they are on 
track to be where you want them by the time 
they graduate.  These reports are only available 
through the reports site on the NWEA.org web 
site and require the use of teacher or 
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administrator passwords.  Go to NWEA.org, 
click on Log In, enter username and password.  
Use draw down bars to find the group of 
students that you want to look at.  Then, on the 
left hand navigation bar, click on Class Roster.  A 
listing of all of the students by ID number and 
Name should appear.  Click on a student’s I.D.  
to get a text file of information about the 
student. Or, click on the student’s name to see 
their scores from all of the testing seasons.  You 
have to check both text and graph if you want 
the program to make the graphs that are much 
easier for parents to understand. 
 

4. Parent Tool Kit- A manual for tips on 

educating parents about the MAP assessment.  
Go to NWEA.org, look for the ‘Helpful Shortcuts’ 
on the right-hand side of the screen,  click on 
‘Students and Parents’, click on the link to 
‘Review the Parent Guide to NWEA’, look for the 
box labeled ‘Download’ and click on ‘Parent 
Toolkit. pdf’. 
 
 

5. Des Cartes- You can use the Des Cartes 

(a.k.a.-learning continuum) to show parents a list of 
skills/concepts that the assessment indicated their 
student is ready to learn. Caution, this 
can be overwhelming to parents 
because of the volume of skills listed, 
but when done with care, it can 
demonstrate to a parent how you are 
using the assessment to pinpoint a 
starting point for their child’s 
instructional program and helps them 
see a ‘path’ that you are taking to help 
their child achieve.  Go to NWEA.org, 
click on Log In, enter username and 
password.  Then, on the left hand 
navigation bar, click on Des Cartes.  Drawdown bars 
will help you get to the subject, the goal area and 
the RIT range in which the student performed.  
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Remember, the middle column on the three column 
print out represents what the student is ready to 
learn (said another way, what they were missing 
50% of the time).  You can also get this three-
column print out by clicking on the Class by RIT 
report which will show all 
subjects tested, then clicking 
on which subject you want to 
look at, then clicking on the 
individual student’s name.  Suggestion, you may 
only want to print out the one goal area that you 
are most concerned about.  This will keep the 
amount of paper and information manageable to 
share with the student’s parents.  You might want 
to think about having students involved and letting 
them share with their parents areas that they feel 
good about and ones that they want to improve. 
 

6. Student Goal Setting Worksheet- Go to 

NWEA.org, click on ‘Partner  Support’ on the top 
navigation bar, click on Access the Previous 
Support Site box on the left side of the page, click 
on ‘Downloads’ at the top of the page, scroll 
down and click on ‘NWEA Workshop Templates’, 
and scroll down and click on ‘Student Growth 
Setting Worksheet Template’. (NOTE: if you have 
the Dynamic Reporting Suite, this template can be 
pre-populated with student data.) 

 
 

7. Great video clip on NWEA’s website to be used 

to show how the MAP test works. Go to the 
NWEA.org web site, click on ‘Products and Services’, 
and click on ‘Watch Video’. It is a great overview.  
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